
 F RIDAY , N  OVEM BER  27, 2020      3 South Mountain Press

 Adventist Church
 •  Erickson (Saturday) . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.

 Hilltop Baptist Church
 •  Jct. Hwy. 357 & Hwy. 262 . . 11:00 a.m.

 Cadurcis United Church
 Off #270 at #355

 •  Sundays . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.

 Erickson Lutheran Church
 •  Postponed until further notice

 Roman Catholic Church
 • Minnedosa (Sunday) . . . . . . . . 9:00 a.m.
 • Erickson (Sunday) . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.
 • Elphinstone (Sunday) . . . . . . . 1:00 p.m.

 Ukrainian Catholic Church
 • Nov. 22 Sandy Lake . . . . . . . . . 8:30 a.m.
 • Nov. 22 Minnedosa . . . . . . . 10:30 a.m.
 • Nov. 29 Mountain Road  11:15 a.m.

 Ukrainian Orthodox Church
 • Nov. 22 Sandy Lake . . . . . . . . Cancelled

 COVID-19 GUIDELINES APPLY
 Please reach out to your church

 for updates on services.

 Thank you for your help in reducing 
 the risk of spreading this virus.

 IN-PERSON 
 CHURCH 

 SERVICES 
 CANCELLED

 DUE TO
 CODE RED 
 COVID-19

 RESTRICTIONS

 ERICKSON LUTHERAN CHURCH  (ELC) Council have decided that ELC 
 services will be postponed until the COVID-19 Provincial Pandemic Response 
 System returns to Code Yellow. With rising numbers of COVID-19 cases in the 
 province we feel it would be best to stop gathering in-person for now.

 We pray for healthcare providers, scientists working on vaccines,
 those who are ill and those who are mourning the loss of loved ones.

 REMEMBER... GOD IS WITH US; WE ARE NOT ALONE.

 If you wish to access National and Manitoba Lutheran services on the internet 
 use this link:  http://elcic.ca/publichealth/livestreaming.cfm

 Offerings may be mailed to:
 Erickson Lutheran Church  Box 414  Erickson, MB  R0J 0P0
 or via the ELC Website at www.ericksonlutheranchurch.ca

 “Donate Now” button. Thank you for supporting our ministry.

 ~  Take Care & Be Safe  ~

 For updates visit ELC Facebook page:  www.facebook.com/EricksonLutheranChurch 
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 Angel D resses sup p ort grieving fa m ilies
 DARRELL N ESBITT
 So uth M o unta in Pre ss

 As any proud parent 
 knows, it’s almost impossible 
 to resist sharing the little tri -
 umphs and joys of children 
 with others, from the first real 
 smile to the first day of school. 
 But what about parents who 
 can’t share these moments – 
 only grief – who do they turn 
 to?

 One in four women will ex -
 perience miscarriage, still -
 birth, or infant loss. Since 2014, 
 those emotional times were 
 eased all thanks to volunteers 
 – mothers, grandmothers, great 
 grandmothers, and others – 
 wearing their hearts on their 
 sleeves, as tears of sadness 
 rained down at that moment 
 and for months and years to 
 come.

 At time of death, solace is 
 shared in many shapes and 
 forms, as family, acquain -
 tances, neighbours, and com -
 munity, want to help but the 
 passing of a child is far 
 harsher than the passing of an 
 adult loved one, as Melissa 
 Spraggs knows all too well.

 “We lost a baby girl and 
 were personally impacted by 
 Manitoba Angel Dresses, our 
 daughter was gifted an angel 
 dress and knowing that she 
 had something beautiful to 
 wear really eased our stress at 
 the time,” shared Spraggs. 

 “This is how I learned about 
 the organization and decided 
 to get involved.”

 Six years ago, the organiza -
 tion was founded following 
 Becky Panter’s organizational 
 model in the neighbouring 
 province of Saskatchewan. 

 Panter developed a resource 
 and service for families who 
 have experienced a loss, as she 
 had, upon the death of her in -
 fant son, Christopher. For his 
 burial, she wrapped her child 
 in a doll blanket. Following his 
 passing, Panter asked two 

 seamstresses to sew outfits out 
 of her wedding gown to donate 
 to the Regina General Hospital 
 NICU in memory of her son. 
 From there, she had gathered 
 20 seamstresses and initiated 
 Saskatchewan Angel Dresses, 
 which soon expanded across 

 Canada.
 Spraggs is the new leader 

 for the Brandon/Dauphin 
 Group, whose mission state -
 ment is to ease the stress of 
 grieving families by providing 
 a beautiful hand-sewn outfit to 
 clothe each family’s precious 

 loved one. These outfits are 
 created from donated wedding 
 dresses and wedding clothing. 
 Outfits are provided to hospi -
 tals, funeral homes, and nurs -
 ing stations across Manitoba. 
 Parents can also request them 
 directly from the organization.

 “Thanks to the support of 
 local newspapers, we have had 
 a positive response to our re -
 quest for volunteers,” she said. 
 “I’m happy to say plenty of 
 new volunteers and supporters 
 have reached out from Bran -
 don and surrounding areas, al -
 though there is no deadline to 
 sign up by visiting 
 manitobaangeldresses.com.”

 Spraggs added the new 
 chapter is currently seeking 
 more seamstresses, and people 
 to help with packaging, deliv -
 ery, and fundraising. Seam -
 stresses, knitters and croche -
 ters create a variety of sizes 
 for babies starting from the ti -
 niest, fragile angels that are 
 too delicate to be dressed, born 
 at 13 weeks (.8 oz.), right up to 
 full term babies at 40 weeks (9 
 lbs.).

 Angel layettes are gifted, at 
 no cost, to grieving families for 
 their precious baby who was 
 born sleeping, has not sur -
 vived an illness, or is born pre -
 mature, and doesn’t make it 
 home from the hospital. Emo -
 tionally driven, it is an honour 
 for Manitoba Angel Dresses to 
 provide a gift of love.

 >>   Bra n don / D a up hin  cha p ter seekin g volun teer sea m stresses, good w ill a m ba ssa dors to sha re a  gift of lov e

 Angel layettes created in m ale, fem ale and neutral colours

 W om an struck by sem i-truck on Highway 45
 A 32-year-old female was 

 killed after being hit by a 
 semi-truck on Highway 45 on 
 Monday, Nov. 23. Manitoba 
 First Nations Police Service 
 (MFNPS) Officers from the 
 Waywayseecappo detachment 
 received a report of a pedes -
 trian and semi-truck collision 
 at approximately 7:30 p.m. 
 Upon arrival, officers located 
 the unresponsive victim on 
 the roadway and performed 
 CPR until EMS arrived. The 
 victim was transported to 
 Russell hospital where she 
 was pronounced deceased. 
 Police say the initial investi -
 gation revealed that the semi-
 truck driver left the scene af -
 ter the collision, but later re -
 turned and was arrested.

 A 35-year-old male from 
 Rossburn has been charged 
 with failure to stop after an 
 accident causing death. The 
 suspect was released and is 
 to appear in court at a later 
 date. MFNPS and the RCMP 
 Traffic Services continue 
 their investigation.

 �

 On Nov. 20, Ste-Rose du 
 Lac RCMP, Manitoba West 
 District Crime Reduction En -
 forcement Support Team, and 
 RCMP Police Dog Services 
 executed a Controlled Drugs 
 and Substances Act warrant 
 at a residence in Bacon 

 Ridge. After searching the 
 residence, police seized co -

 caine, unstamped cigarettes, 
 an amount of marihuana and 
 marihuana products beyond 
 what would be for personal 
 use, an undisclosed amount 
 of Canadian currency, sev -
 eral firearms, and soft body 
 armour. Five individuals 
 were arrested at the scene. 
 Two males, 52 and 20, and a 
 51-year-old female, all from 
 Bacon Ridge, were arrested 
 inside the home and face a 
 multitude of firearm and 
 drug-related charges. Two 
 other males – a 58-year-old 

 male from Bacon Ridge and a 
 32-year-old male from Ebb 
 and Flow First Nation – were 
 also arrested at the residence 
 for refusing to leave the 
 scene. All of the arrested in -
 dividuals have since been re -

 leased. The investigation con -
 tinues. Those who produce 
 and traffic illicit drugs de -
 stroy lives, homes and com -

 munities. The RCMP remains 
 fully committed to enforcing 
 laws against illicit drugs to
 their fullest extent.

 Provincial Roundup

 RCMP Briefs
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